The Ayui Foundation is
a non-denominational,
non-government
organisation that
provides a home
environment, educe

opportunities and futur

pathways for
disadvantaged hill tr »e
young people.

FOUNDATION

rom the Director

During thelast 2 months, the children acquired some new thingsthat were
really needed, including bikesto rideto school, blanketsfor the cold season,
a second-hand laptop computer, and we were given another puppy. The
children voted to name her Namkhang, which means' frost’. We started the
Saturday afternoon Akhaembroidery activity, with the boysand girlsmaking
traditional Akhabags. Thosewho can aready embroider teach the others so
itisboth alearning and social activity. We spread out thebig mat, chat, listen
totheradio, andlearn how their mothers made bagsfor themenfolk.

The children enjoyed producing block-printed paper bags for afriend’s
handicraft shop, and had fun creating printsfrom natural sources, such as
starfruit and bananaleaf stalks. We al so had 3 volunteers come and spend
timeat TheAyui Foundation. | took thekidsfishing oneday with one of our
volunteers—keep reading on to find out how the hilltribe peoplefish—it'sa
littledifferent! Everyone had great fun, being in the outdoors, showing of f
their skillsand benefiting from teamwork. At the end of the day | was so
proud astherewasenough fish caught for our dinner that night. School closed
for 2 weeks for the New Year break and everyone returned to study on
January 5" 2008. m NP
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Our Wonderful Volunteers

Amanda Creiglow (20, USA) who has
volunteeredin Thailand beforecametovisit The
Ayui Foundaiton for 3weeksin November. This
iswhat shewrote about her timewith us:

Having already known Sue, Noi, and acouple
of thekidsfromapreviousvisitto Thailand, |
must admit toknowing abit of what | wasgetting
into by coming to volunteer at the
Ayui Foundation. Evenso, | wastill impressed
by thefamily atimosphereforged by childrenwho
had mostly not known each other beforecoming
to livetogether in the hopes of abetter life.

| waslucky enoughto comearound the Thai holiday
of Loi Krathong. The children and Noi made
beautiful floating lanterns (krathongs) to send down
theriver, weall gathered together launching flying
paper lanternsintothenight. While seeingthechildren
day inand day out isawonderful experience, getting
to seethem gathered together on aspecial occasion
really brings homethe community created between
them, and the life-long bondsthat will help them
through alifethat setsmorechallengesthan for most.

Another fantastic experience, and perhaps the highlight of my time with The Ayui
Foundation wasatrip out to asecluded spot to gofishing... hilltribe style. Rather than
removingthefishfromtheriver, hilltribestyleinvolvesremoving theriver fromthefish. It's
abit of acongtruction project, sectioning out apart of the stream, and then systematically
emptying thewater fromit sothefishareleftinashalow layer of water fromwhichthey
areeasy to catch. Thecoordination and teamwork involved, the group effort put forward
by dl towardsfilling the bucket with small fish, lotsof crabs, and evenacoupleof edswas
great towatchin action. Seeingthemall light up at the chanceto redlly spend sometime
out experiencing naturein such acomfortableway wasagreat reminder of their position
with afoot intraditional villagelife, and their investment in afuturelearning to move
forward and succeed inamodern world.

Hilltribe style
fishing...
rather than
temoving the
fish from the
river, you
remove the
river from the

fish....



What 'Baan Ayui' is really

A few paragraphsisnot enough to describe spending timewith the
kidsat Baan Ayui, but evenif | described every moment of every day,
itwould still beimpossibletoreally convey theexperience. | hope
you get a chanceto seeit for your self, or barring that, that you
can appreciate the special work that you support, if not financially
then with your attention in reading these newsdl etters and spreading
theword. | feel blessed to have met these kidsand |ook forward to
beinginvolved with the hostel inthefuture.

Volunteers reflection. ..

For 2weeksin December, Australian university
students Steph Ellis (21) and Ellie Malbon (20)
volunteered a thehogtdl. They played sportswith
thekidsintheevenings, and taught them how to
make pifiatas, which wastheir big art project -
they had funhittingthem aspart of Fah'sbirthday
party.

All Play and No Work?

Themost difficult aspect of volunteering at Ayui wastrying to hel p with thewashing up.

For 2weekswe, Ellieand Steph, studentsat theAustralian National University, lived and volunteered at Baan
Ayui. To behonest, wedidn’t know what to expect when we arrived, wewere drawn by the sincerity of Suein
her emailsand knowledge of Ayui’svisionfrom the newd etters. But what isAyui ?Why was housework sucha
strugglefor us?

Ayui, isahomewhereAkhahill tribeyoung people canlive, alowing themto attend school - however Ayui is
morethan ahouse, it’'sacommunity, whereyoung people (even volunteers) are supported and taught important
lifeskills. It'svery easy to provide aperson with abed, anyone can do that, but not everyone can provide young
peoplewith the support and confidencethey requireto pursuetheir aspirations.

Whileat Baan Ayui wetaught the young peopl e to make pifiatas, and spent hourssharing Akha, Thai and English
words, however asvolunteersit wasvery difficult to contribute through housework. Theyoung peopleare so
competent, so keento takeresponsibility of duties, such ascleaning, they makeit nigh impossibleto contribute!
This, to us, represented the dedi cation the kids have to the hostel and each other. That isnot to say therewasno
conflict or issues, ascomeswith communal living, yet it isclear to seethat the young people have agenuine
commitment to making lifein the hostel successful.

We both had awonderful, genuinely warm and wel coming experience at Ayui. Wefdlt part of thefamily and
loved meeting these young peoplewho were so pleased to see usand willing to play agame, read or engagein
any activities. Themain messagewewould send to volunteers, isthat Ayui providesthe opportunity to shareskills
and knowledge with amazing young peoplewho are happy to learn. Whether you are an English teacher, sculptor,
architect or mathematician, with an open mind and capacity for fun and understanding, Ayui isawonderful
opportunity for both you and Akhahill tribeyoung people.



"Ayui is more than a house - it's a community, where young people are
supported and taught important life skills.

It's easy to provide someone with a bed, anyone can do that, but not every-
one can provide young people with the support and confidence they need to
pursue their aspirations.”

Citizenship and Other Hilltribe Issues

Housemother Noi organi zed the application of Gold Hedlth Cardsfor 9 of the children (therest areineligibledueto
lack of documentation). They have now been successfully processed (however, they havetowait till February to
receivetheir cards) and it meansthese children are entitled to cheaper health care at the Chiang Rai Provincial
Hospital, even after they havefinished school and are no longer with the Foundation. Thisispart of helping our
young peopl e secure abetter future.

Thank you. ...

Asthe Foundation does not receive funding on aregular basis, werely solely on donationsto keep usgoing. We

would not have been ableto have accomplished this much without the support and generosity of thefollowing

people:
- Rob& RobynWhelan, Maggie King, PamelaSinclair, James & Philip Koungra, Sheryl Taylor,

Jeanette Hesse, Bev & Conrad Fenwick, Alan Sinclair, & Gerd Leinberger - whofor their Christmas

cel ebrations deci ded to skip the pressy buying and instead made donation to the Ayui Foundation - we

thank youl!

Ross& RebeccaHanrahan for their Christmasgift.

Mr and MrsCreiglow (Amanda's parents) for their donation to purchase warm blankets, 2 bigger bikes

for the 2 oldest girls, and for paying our houserent for one month.

A timely donation from Roseand Bob McNeil from Queendand, Austraia.

Individua donationsfrom John Milne, MavisCumminsand DaraRome, dl fromtheACT, Australia

St John Vianney’s Primary School in Canberrawho’s SRC presented a$900A UD donation to our

Foundation at their end of year Christmas cel ebrations—thank you for your hard work infundraising

S Matthew’ sPrimary School in Canberra—bring acoin day —which bought our new bikes—believeme

they’ rebeing put to good use!

Vigitor Terry Connolly, dsofromAudtrdia,

for hiscash donation, half of whichwas

specificaly to buy thekidsaguitar.

Our newest sponsor, Mr Brian O’ K eeffe I

fromAudtralia, whoissponsoring Yohan and

M eegaon an ongoing basis—wethank you

and |look forwardto your visit oneday. organisation and know that your gift

Canberrawork mates - Frank van der

Heide, Leslie O'Donoghue, Patrick Bordier, is making a difference please contact

BonnieVulin, GloriaMaone, Katrina

Dorrington, DennisStrand, & Claire

Kaczmarek - for their Chrissmasgifttohel p

If you would like to

contribute to The Ayui Foundation

Sumalee Milne at

ayui.foundation@gmail.com

with citizenship papers.

The Jaroenpol Sports Shop, in Chiang Ral, for www.ayui.org

donating 19 pairs of sports shoesand socks.

Thank you to Anal og Devices, Shanghai, for Thank you for thinking of us.

donating one of their laptop computers. This
will enablethekidsto practicetheir computer
and language skills, and it will be used by
volunteers, and during committee meetings, for
Foundation work.




