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rom the Director

Dueto popular demand, the children and | went on another fishingtrip (this
time armed with scuba masks and an ingenious spear-gun, handmade by
Suchart). Thekidsabsolutely love getting outsdeto fish and swim at our local
river. Wea so decided it wastimefor another field trip so borrowed atruck
to go and see the monkeysfor thefirst time at anear by temple. We also
soppedintovistafriendin Sanpasak, anAkhavillage separated from Burma
by afew mountains.

2008 has started of f well
for TheAyui Foundation,
withinternet connected at
our house, aprinter, and
another second-hand
laptop. We dso had some
wonderful visitors, who
arrived armed with gifts
andideason how they can
support the Foundation.
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Remembering

TheAyui Foundation
wasrecently informed of
thepassing of Dan Page.
Danvidted Thaland
threeyearsago when
TheAyui Foundation wasonly anidea. Helistened to the concept of ahostel
for Hilltribekidsand out of hisloveof Thailand and desireto help provided
oneof our first donations. Sincethen hewould send through cardswith his
beautiful photography with words of support, encouragement and donations.
Hisfaithinthisproject will not beforgotten—wewish hiswife Karinmuch
peace and dedi cate this newd etter and our achievementsthismonth to Dan.




Our First Graduates

On7March| attended the graduation ceremony of Wanpen Bienglae (18yrs) and Buyer Chermer
(18yrs) at the Sahasart Suksa School, where 95% of the studentsare hilltribe. A Grade 9 education
isthe highest compulsory level for childrenin Thailand, but often hilltribe kidshaveto struggle so
much more than Tha kids
(financidly and educationdly)

to get that far. Most Thai

children are 15 when they
finish Grade 9 asthey have
the advantage of Thai being
their first language and often
have more support at home
including a culture of
educationd achievementinthe
family. So graduationwasa
big thing for our kids!! Our
younger childrenlook up to
theolder girlsand cannow see
we have high expectationsfor
each of them.

Itwasaspecia and emotiona day, with afew studentswiping away tearsof prideinther achievement,
and sadness at |eaving their friends. Six students, in six different hilltribe languages, spokeon stage
about how they felt asgraduates. Wanpen and Buyer will now start tolook for work asthey haveto
help support their families (eventhough Buyer expressed adesireto study further). They know that,
whenever they arein town and need a placeto stay, Baan Ayui’ sdoors are alwaysopen. It wasa
proud day for all three of us.

Our Field Trip

On 26 January, wewent to Sanpasak village,
halfway between Chiang Ral townand Mae
Sai Disgtrict, wherethe children went for a
bush walk to admirethe beautiful scenery -
themountainsof Burmaform anincredible
backdrop. Whilewalking we came across
an ederly Akhawoman shucking baby corn
so naturally the kids stopped, chatted and
helped her finish
the job. Then we
went onto the
Monkey Cave,
wherethechildren
were excited to
seered livemonkeysup closeand inthe open. About 80 wild monkeyslive
inthistempleforest area, which also hasapond of the biggest poi-poi and
catfishwe' d ever seen. We bought some bananas and the boyswere brave
enough to feed the monkeys even though they were pretty demanding. The
childrenloved watching how themonkeysusetheir long armsto swing and
climb, and were amazed to see baby monkeys clinging upside-down to
their mother’sstomachswhiletheir mother walked.




Group Discusion Topics

Every Sunday, before our
weekly house meeting, the
Director facilitates a Group
Discussion. This is an open
forum with our kids on a
particular topic, to educate, to
gaugetheir level of knowledge
and to have participation in a
discussiononatopicrelevant to
ther lives. Our recent topicshave
been:

Gender Roles

Welooked at alist of thingspeople can do, (e.g. cook, fight back, kissyour mother
infront of your friends, climb trees), the children were asked to respond either, yes,
no or maybe, asto whether they usually do these things. We went through each
item and discussed their responses and reasons. They concluded that in the past
therewere clearly defined gender rolesbut now most of the activitiesare okay for
both sexes.

Decision Making

Thistopic wasaimed at our two 18-year olds, who just completed high schooal, as
they will now be faced with many decisionsabout their future. We brainstormed
thethingsthat can help usmakeadecision (e.g. look at therisks, effect onfamily/
future, find out moreinformation, ask an expert or someoneyou trust). Then |
talked about how whenyou' retrying to makeadifficult decisonit canhelptolist
the advantagesand di sadvantages, for example, deciding to continue study after
high school or get ajob. In summary, | said that sometimesit may seem likewe
don't have optionsbut if wetakethetimeto think rationally, we can often make
good decisionsor find other, more suitable choices.

The Sex Industry

Againthistopic wasfor thebenefit of our oldest girls. Asmuch as| hopethat they
will never enter thesex industry, in Thailand it remainsafinancidly attractiveoption
foryounggirls—especidly girlswithoutaTha citizen 1D card. First, webrainsormed
reasonswhy girlswould do thiswork, which everyoneunderstood. Thenwelisted
thewaysgirlscan get into thiswork, both willingly and forcibly, through being
deceived into thinking they would be doing adifferent job. We discussed therisks
involved and asked theteenagerswhy then, knowing therisks, do girlsstill dothis
work?They concluded that easy money isapowerful lure, even at therisk of one's
life. Also, that somegirlsliked dressing up and receiving attention from men. We
listed the advantages and disadvantages of choosing to do sex work. In conclusion,
| toldthegirlsthat itisapersonal choice, but to think carefully about therisksand
their future, and find out as much information as possi ble when applying for any
jobsin casethey aretricked into the sex trade. Theboysweretoldto helpkeep an
eyeout for their sisters, with theknowledgethey learned from thisdiscussion.



Our Visitors

- Kathy Barnett, Lynn Ciurlionisand Maggie Mitchell from Soroptimist I nternational found time out of their busy
scheduleto vigit the hostel, meet the chil dren and | earn more about the Foundation during abrief tripto Chiang Rai.
- Geoffrey Wood and Ken Goodsell from Australian Rotary Clubsjoined the children for dinner oneevening and
showed them ashort documentary on beautiful Tasmania

- Friends of the Director, Anthony and Julianne Cowley, from Canberra, Australia, cameto visit the children with
giftsof bags, clothing and booksdonated from St John Vianny’sand Sacred Heart Primary schools. They werea so
ableto bring over some suppliesfrom Robyn Cooper and her family for Meenoo their sponsored daughter. The
children werevery happy with many new toys, gamesand clothes. Julianne and Anthony have been hel ping with
fundraising inAustralia, providing adviceto our Board, and compiling our website and newd etterswhich we have
received many complimentson. It wasfantastic that they finally were ableto meet all the young peoplethey have
been supporti ng - plusit wasagood excuseto throw another BBQ dinner that the kidslove so much.
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Thank you. . .. g
Asthe Foundation does not receive funding on aregular basis, werely solely on donationsto keep usgoing. We
would not have been ableto have accomplished thismuch without the support and kindess of thefollowing people:

- Thank you to A pitaAssayawan, an Akhaaccountant, for volunteering her timeto help with our financia
Satements.

- Analog DevicesInc., Shanghai Branch, for another second-hand |aptop compuiter.

- Robyn Cooper and the Cooper family fromAustralia, our latest child sponsor, for making Meenoo fed very specia
with her new school bag and clothes. Her generosity and thoughtful ness knows no bounds, and Robyn haseven
donated thefundsto buy an Akhaouitfit for Meenoo (the kids haveto wear them to school on Fridays), asher Akha
jacketismadefrom old, faded leftover cloth. InAkha

culture, mothers sew and embroider the traditional .
clothingfor their children but Meenoo’smother passed

away before she had timeto make her clothing.

- Thanksto the North Hobart Rotary Club, U

Austrdia, for our printer, art suppliesandthe

volleybdl/badminton net.

- Geoffrey Wood and Ken Goodsell for their

enthusiasm, generosity and good advice.

- DennisDiCesare, for sponsoring our internet and
phonelinecostsfor theyear.

- Roy Hudson, in Chiang Mai, Thailand, who very

kindly sent some money for his sponsored child,

Wanpen, who hasjust graduated from high schooal, to

help with her travel, food and accommodation costs

while shelooksfor ajob.

- Last but not least, Anthony and Julianne Cowley, for

their moral support, advice, and generosity, carryinga

whol e extrasuitcase with them, full of thingsfor the

children. A big thanksto Juliannefor volunteering her

timeto do all our colorful newsletters over the past

yedr.




