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rom the Director

The past two months saw many things happen at Baan Ayui. Theboysdormwas
built within aweek, and they were glad to moveinto their traditional Akhastyle
abode. Inthe end it proved too difficult to coordinate adate for all the boys
fathersto comedown fromtheir villagesto build it, sowe hired agroup of Akha
men and woman from anearby village.

Our New Boy's Dorm

Our boys, like most Akhamen, are great with wood, and built adoghousefor
Anyi (our puppy) out of bamboo and wood. Ontheir owninitiative, they also built
ashoerack and corner shelvesfor their dorm from leftover wood. Three of our
boyswent back to their villages for aweekend to join in the traditional Akha
Swing Ceremony, held every Augustinvill agea They returned beari ng traditiona
rice-cakesand vegetablesfrom home. :

We had sevenvisitorstothehostel, from Australia, New Zealand and the US, and
every one who came made some kind of contribution towards Baan Ayui and
enjoyed interacting with our young people. Plus, wewent onour first field trip,
which wasboth educational and just plain FUN!!



Group Discussion Topics

Every Sunday, before our weekly house meeting, the Director facilitatesa
Group Discussion. Thisisan open forum with our young people on aparticul ar
topicrelevant totheir lives, to educate, gaugetheir level of knowledgeand explore
ideastogether. Thetopic over thelast two monthswas’ My Identity and My Culture”

Thisstarted off with everyone sharing storiesfromtheir livesbeforethey cameto
liveat Baan Ayui. | learned some new thingsabout everyone, for example, one
girl’ sfather wasadrug deal er and hewas shot and killed by policein front of her
when shewas 12; only two out of our group of eleven once studied thewritten
Akhalanguage; two of our kidswalked through thejungle under cover of
darknesswith relatives, when they werelittle, to escapethe Burmese soldiers
whowould constantly raid their villageto take livestock and money (their parents
followed later); and onegirls mother (now re-marriedin Burma) took her term
school feesand gambled them away so she couldn’t go to school that year.

For another session, the Board' svice-president, Chatree Rungsrisukchit, an
impressiveyoung Akhaman, gave atalk about hisbackground. Chatreealso
attended the Sahasart Suksa School (where our kidsare studying) and grew up
in hostels. Heisagood role model, asheisaproud Akhaman whotook his
education serioudy. Heisalso acertified guide and hasjust completed alaw
degree—both of which heachieved whileworking in community development.

Wethen started talking about the Akhaculture, which wasthe reason behind our
fieldtrip to theHilltribe Museum. Wewatched adocumentary on al themain
hilltribesin Thailand, (most of our kidsdon’t know much about the other
hilltribes) and learnt that many of the groups sharesimilar problems.

For thefinal discussion, wewent through alist of al the problemsfaced by the
Akhatoday, and factorsthat are causing thetraditional cultureto dowly
disappear. Theseincluded: limited land rightsfor farming, lack of citizenship,
missionaries, TV, thetrade-off between learning traditional knowledge passed
down by their elders and the necessity of entering the Thai education system,
lack of Thai languageskills, being ‘looked down on’ by Thais(leadingtolow
self-confidenceand lack of prideintheir culture) and thedrug trade. For an
excellent overview of these problems, read the * Problem Web' written by my
friend Jonathon Morrisat www.hilltribe.org website.

During all
the discussions,
| tried to remind
our young
people

that theirs was
once a proud
people who
produced
everything they
consumed
themselves
from the forest .

They  were
completely
self-sufficient.

That their par-
ents’ generation
was so different
from theirs,

and that they
should try &
remember all
the traditional
ways  their
parents taught
them because

a person’s
culture — their
roots - is what
gives a person
their identity

so they should
try to hold onto
it for as long as
possible.




Our Field Trip

August 11-13 was a long weekend for Mother’s Day (the Queen of
Thailand'shirthday) so, totieinwith the Discuss on Group topic, westarted
off our fild trip at the Hilltribe M useum. Wewatched thevery informative
documentary onthesix main Thai hilltribes, then looked around at the
variousobjectson display. The kidswere asked somequestions (partly to
test their knowledge): What isthis?What isit used for? Doesyour village
gtill usethem?1’ m proud to report that they had an answer for everything,
including theslversmith’sbellows, the bamboo bird-traps, the opium pod
scrapers, and thewooden bicycle (yes, abike made from wood).

After agood swim, the kids asked to
vist Wat Rong Khuntemple, thewhite
templeand ongoing art project of one
of Thalland'snationd artists, whichwas
on the way home. We admired the
beautiful muraspainted onthetemple
wallsand it wasthefirst timethekids

s ol /A had ever entered atemple.

= I

Then we piled back into our rented pick-up truck taxi and drove out to the
majestic Khun Korn Waterfall —the highest waterfall in Chiang Rai at 72
metres. Welaid out amat by theriver, had apicniclunch, andenjoyedbeing F= =
intheforest. Then wetrekked through the National Park uptotheactual =+

waterfall, with the boys pointing out edible plantsalong theway. kst

A bigthank you to Nancy
Sandilandsand Coro Danid from
New Zealand, who droppedinto
meet with thekidsand learn about
thework of the Foundation.

After learning of our plannedfield
trip, they donated B1,500 which
covered our expensesfor theentire
day including cost of transportation,
our wonderful outdoor picniclunch
and dinner. It wasaday wewon't
forget anytime soon.




Citizenship and other Hilltribe Issues

v Buyer went back to her village District Officeto get
her photo taken for her Thai citizenship card that she
will go back to pick upinthefirst week of September.

v" OnAugust 18, aNational Referendumwasheldin
Thailand, so our housemother Noi had to go back
andvotein her village. Shewasvery excited to be
involved inthedemocratic processand use her right
tovoteasaThai citizen, especially snceshehad
learnt al about the new Constitutionin her Non-
formal Education School class.

v Aju'sfather wasarrested after arandom urinetest (yes,
thesearestill carried out by police) showed traces of
opium. Hismother cametotell Aju, and said that his
father had stomach painsthe previous night and had
swallowed atiny ball of opium to easethe pain, as
opium (morphine) istraditionaly used for itsmedicina Health Issues
purposes. He had to borrow B20,000 for bail andis
now in debt for doing something that theAkhahave
been doing sincethe beginning of time.

e We received a donation from a dentist in
Australiaand it wasdecided it would befitting
to usethosefundsto get dental check-ups. The

Future Plans donation covered
Weplanto start growing straw mushroomsat thehostdl. Three dl the dentdl Work.
of our young people have cultivated mushrooms before so that was heeded:
they will beinchargeof thisactivity andwill teachtheothers. 2 Extractions and
A cultivation shedwill havetobebuiltwhichwill bethemain ~  111NGS

cost. Theobjectivesfor growing mushroomsare: to teach an
income-generating skill, to eat homegrown mushrooms, and
to sdll themushroomsat theloca market toraisesomeincome
(whichiswhy we chosethe most expensive mushrooms).

Yohan, our 6-year
old, had two of his
baby teeth fall out.
AccordingtoAkha

Mother's Day culture, hesays, he

During another Discussion Group session on Mother’sDay;, | EZE to tI;]row ht:S
asked everyonetoreflect onthekind of livestheir mothershad, y tethontothe
andthechangesthey’ ve seen. Most of their Mum'shad aGrade roqf of the house
3level education, if any. Their mother’ sgenerationwokeevery W.h S'J]eﬁay 'r? g: " Since tht wats)._asmgl | tooth, |
morning at dawn to pound rice and light the cooking fire. They W;] t,, athenew toothbeashig and strong as
spun their own cotton and sewed their own clothes. They also anoe.

worked donggdetheir fathersinthefieds. Wethought of things
they usethat their mothers didn’t have: soap (used afoaming *
herb), toothbrush (used fingersrubbed with salt or charcoal),
sanitary pads (used piecesof cloth), mobile phone (walked to
another villagefor news), clocks (used the sun), lighters (used . - L
flint stonesor blew onashes), vehicles(walked themountains), :Jirpﬁfde:r?ﬁmlr e 'rtc')a”e‘r"h"’ tf"é ' ;tgohf:é ';rsl
bathrooms (went in theforest), electricity (candles), potsand i nfgecti onin t%e otheF:)r car tha;t has cleared up
pans (used bamboo, wood or leaves), and TV (sang and danced . - o
for entertainment). We talked about how their mother’s %ﬂgfgu ny holeinhisear drum that issiil
generation wasvastly different fromtheirs, and theneed to be 9 '

empathic towards, instead of embarrassed by, their mothers,

and that they now have both opportunitiesand risksthat their

mothersdidn’t have.

Suchart and Acheu have had separate ear
problems. Acheu’'sear started bleeding, and he
says he has had the problem on and off for the
last four years but it was never treated. The



Our Wonderful Visitors....

>

Ajarn JintanaSandilands, aThai lecturer at
theAsian Sudies Faculty of theAustralian
Nationa University (ANU) and former
professor of theAyui Foundation’sDirector,
vigted Chiang Rai briefly and hadtimeto
drop in and meet our young people. She
brought some second-hand clothes, two
board games, and most importantly, about
fifteen Thai booksfor thekidstoread. She
spent timelistening to everyoneread and
correcting pronunciation. Thekidspracticaly
devoured the books and have read some of
them twice now.

Dennis DiCesare, an American Chiang Rai
resident now workingin Shiangha, cameto see
thehostel and gavetheteenagersanimpromptu
English lesson. Hisenthusiasm in meeting the
kidsand shaking their hands one-by-onemade
them feel very adult and, more importantly,
respected. Thekidssang‘ Country Road’ for
him, and beforeflying back to Shiangha, Dennis
donated alphabet jigsaws, writing paper, a
world map, writing practice books, rulersand
aCD with ‘' Country Road’ so the kids could
hear theorigind version.

Aju'smother cameby tovisit himthreetimes.
We have an Open Door Policy for parents,
which meansthat they arewelcometodropin
unannounced at any time to see their son or
daughter, seetheir living environment, tell them
family news, and best of all, bring them
traditional Akhagoodiessuch asfried bamboo
worms and fruits and vegetables from their
fidds

Candice Fitzsmons, ayoungAustralian volunteer
teacher, and her two friendsvisiting fromAustralia
dropped in to meet our young people. Pintip
Suthayakhom and Souk Saphilom, whose parents
areThal, werebornandraisedinAustralia. It was
interesting for thekidsto meet bilingual Thaiswho
do not dwaysthink of themsalvesasThai, and who
grew upinadifferent culturethantheir parents—just
likethem. Thethreevisitorsjoinedinour English
classand took some brochuresto spread theword
about the Foundation back in Canberra, Austraia

Thank you. . .
Wewould not have been ableto have accomplished
thismuch without the support and generosity of the

following people:

v" Dr Narin Chdlappah, anAudtraian denti<t,
donated thefundsfor badly-needed dental work. It
wasthechildren’sfirst visittothedentist.

v' VictoriaMcColm, founder of Global Citizen
Solutions, organized aFull Moon Party (* Party witha
Purpose’) on July 28", in Washington D.C., toraise
money for theAyui Foundation. Over 500 people
partied from 9pm to 3am, and raised $1,000.

v TheNorth Hobart Rotary Club in Tasmania,
Austrdia, for their financid donation that asssted with
running cogs.

v" Robyn Cooper, of Audtralia, for her private
donation.

v' VistorsDennisDiCesare Ajarn Jintana
Sandilands, Nancy Sandilandsand Coro Daniel for
their donationsthat contributed to education costs.
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