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rom the Director

Welcometo our first edition for the 2008 school year. It wasgreat to seethe
kidsagain after they had gonehometotheir villagesfor themonth-long holiday.
Most of the kids helped out working in thefields, for B100 aday, helping
their parentsearn money. Meegagot apaying job selling wares at various
markets, living with her employers family, and oneof theboysgotworkina
factory assembling computer parts. Akhayoung people are so industrious
and not afraid of hard work.

During the school holidays, | went to Canberratovisit my family and gavea
presentation on TheAyui Foundation at theAustralian Nationa University. |
wasa sointerviewed for City News, alocal paper which resulted infinding
new sponsor and afew donations. Also, with the support of Rotary, wewere
ableto set up tax-deductibledonationswithinAustralia.

We also want to thank our volunteers, Ellie Simpson, who stayed with usfor
amonth, and Owen Chadwick-Williams, 19, from England, who helped out
for aweek, driving thekidsto school, whilehewastraveling through on his
gap year. Theboysredly gppreciate the new footbal and bal pump he bought
them.
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Updates from Baan Ayui....

May isthe start of the Thai school year
and we have had afew changes at our
hostel. Our household hasgrownto 14,
with 3new girlsand 1 boy joining usthis
year. We farewelled one of our girls *
Pantiwa (Pui). Pui's parents came one
day tovisit and her Dad said he’' sgoing
to work for 3 years in the South and
wants Pui to go back and live with her
Mum. One of our Board Member's
Chatreeand | went to her villagetovisit
her family and make surethat Pui and her
family know sheisawayswelcome at
Baan Ayui if thingschange at home and
her Dad's job doesn't work out - many
of our kidshomelivesare not awaysstable.

Introducing our new family members . ...

Alla(18) completed Grade 9 two years ago. Hewanted to continue at school but couldn’t
find ahostel to support him and, unableto find agood job, ended up farming with his
parents. He comesfrom Aju’svillage, and when heard about Baan Ayui, he cameto
apply. Heisnow in Grade 10. With citizenship, and amotorbikelicense, he helpsour
housemother with errands and providesagood older role model for the other boys.

Meenae (17) cameto usfrom another hostel, where she
hadto pay an annud fee, provide her ownfood, and school
supplies. After only ayear at thelast hostel, her mother could no longer afford her
living costsand told Meenaeto find somewheree setolive. Shegoesto thesame
school asour kids, and heard about Baan Ayui at school. Sheisin Grade 9 and
hopesto study nursing when she graduatesthisyear. Meenaeisin the unusual
position of having one government-issued | D document that states sheis 20, and
another that states sheis 17 - another example of government bureaucracy not
functioning for minority people.

Suda(15) isin Grade 8. Her parentsare separated and shewaslivingin ahostel at
her small, village school. Onweekends shewould dternately stay with each of her
parents, who liveinvillageshigh upinthemountainsof Chiang Mai province,
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Sriwan (12) isthe niece of oneof our boys. Her mother came (with atrandator) at
theend of last school year to ask if Sriwan could come and stay. When Sriwan was
little, her mother could not afford to raise her, and put her inthe care of apastor, who
moved to work at aboarding school in Bangkok, taking Sriwan with him. After 6
yearsin Bangkok, Sriwan told her mother she missed home and the family, and
asked if therewas any way she could moveto be closer to them.




New additions to the house.....

Attheend of |ast year the kids provided somefeedback about living at
Baan Ayui —following up on acouple of suggestionswe built anew
toilet block for theboys, after they told me onetoilet was not enough to
share, and afishpondto raise catfish.

We bought 2,000 baby catfish which should be big enough to start
eatinginafew monthstime.

Just before school started, we were able to purchase asecond-hand
pick-up truck to take the kidsto school during thismonsoon season,
thanksto donationsfrom North Hobart Rotary (Tasmania) and Hall
Rotary (Canberra), inAustraia

Our Wonderful Volunteer....

Ellie Smpson (18), from England, istraveling around Southeast Asaon
her gap year, and volunteered with usfor amonth, movinginthesame
day asthekidsdid. With games, Englishlessons, and artsand crafts, she
did agreat job of keeping the kids entertained, and was our resident
photographer. We asked her to write about her timewith us, and thisiswhat she
hadto say:

BanAyui isauniqueplaceand |’ m certainthat | had aunique
experiencethere. Asl waslivinginthehousel got to seeeverything
and really experiencethelifethekidslived. From the 5:30am
wake-up timeto thelate night weekend cooking sessions (boys!)
| really got to know and love all the kids and the house. Kite
buildingwasour first art activity. The boys collected bamboo and
skillfully stripped it to createtheframeswhilethegirlscrested the
long winding tails. The kiteswere made from newspaper. They
may not have been themost successful kitesintheair (add tothat
thelittlewind wehad), but they definitely |ooked beautiful- each
one painted differently, from abstract to moretraditiona scenes
of villagelife.

Aswsdll asal our gamesof badminton (which Yohan beat me
at), dominoes and flash card games (girlswon twice- yay-sorry I’ m genetically
biased!) we also did two major painting projects. The new fishpond and toil et
seemed dull intheir concrete barenessuntil thekids
got to work. We mixed up all the coloursin big
bucketsand everyonewasarmed with apaintbrush
and apieceof wall! Now thefishpond isawatery
mura and the bathroom bearsthehandprintsof each
member of theAyui family - evenmine! | definitely
feltlikeanayui [older sister] during my stay, with
fifteen brothersand sisters! Eating Akhadishes,
trying Akhaembroidery, evenlearning afew Akha
words!

Thanksto Suefor creating and nurturing
such anamazing place and giving peoplelikeme
thechanceto volunteer there. Alsothanksto dl the
kidsand housemother Noi for being suchafunand
helpful family for amonth. | only hope| gave back
what you gaveto me.




Thank you. ...

We had such apositive start to our year, with peoplereally opening their heartsin their willingnessto help us.

Wewould not have been ableto have accomplished thismuch without the support and generosity of thefollowing:

- A big thank you to the North Hobart Rotary Club and Ken Goodsell for assisting in setting up our
tax-deductible Rotary account.

- Thank youtoHall Rotary for your generous donation.

- Thanksmugt dsogototheAustraian New Zed and Women'sGroup (ANZWG) in Bangkok, for their educationa
grant.

- We'revery proud to annouce 3 new sponsors—the Gordon family inAustraia, the Smpsonsin England and
Nick Staniforthin Australia- we appreciate your kindness.

- Thank youto every singleoneof our child sponsorsfrom last year for choosing to continue sponsorship this
year, itisso encouraging for the Foundation aswell asthe kidsyou support. Your occasiond |etters, photosand
giftsreally meanalot tothechildren.

- Private donations were received from: Murray Yaxley, Julie Samaras, Jeff Bradley, Nim Osborne,
Geoffrey Wood, Denis Laing, Isaac Lane, Mrs Naree Fascionelli (for Visakha Bucha Day),

GlendaCoffey, Roy Hudson, and Mavis Cummins.

- A specia donation wasreceived in memory of SandraM urphy who passed away in June. Her wishwasto help
childrenin need—on behalf of our childrenwearevery grateful.

- TheAustraia-Thailand Association of Canberradonated the proceeds of their Annual Progressive Dinner.

- Thanksto Julianne and Anthony Cowley for donating the proceeds of their NAIDOC week Bush Tucker
Afternoon Tea- (Aninteresting concept - educating othersabout away of lifeof anindigenouspeople, tohelp
educate another minority group)

- Lastbut not least, wemust thank Graemefrom TLC AlwaysMoving theAustralian trucker who heard onABC
Radio that wewerelooking for someoneto deliver donated clothing from Canberrato Caloundraat no cost,
wherethey werethen flownto Chiang Rai and distributed among the Ayui kids. So many clothesarrived we
were ableto load up the truck and take all the kidsto Baan Doi, a nearby Akhavillage, to distribute the
remainingclothing.
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Australian Board member Julianne Cowley receivinga  Thanks TLC Moving for helping new clothesfind
generousdonation from Hall Rotary Clubin Canberra. their way to Thailand!

If you would like to visit, or have ideas on how you can support

The Ayui Foundation we would love to hear from you!

Please contact Sumalee Milne - ayuifoundation@gmail.com - www.ayui.org

Thank you for thinking of us.

Cheqguesto TheAyui Foundation'’: Donationstransfered to
414 Moo 4, Baan Mai, T.Rimkok, A.Muang Bendigo Bank - Acc No: 1335161 195
Chiang Ral Thailand 57000 SumaeeMilne (Ayui Foundation)
BSB: 633000
Tax deductibledonationsinAustradiacheques to: Rotary AustraliaOverseasAid Fund
(46/2007-8) Ayui - & mailed to: Garry Gunnell, PO BOX 807, StrathfieldsayeV1C 3551




