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Asit hasbeen raining heavily thismonsoon season, | took the children ontwo
outingsto get everyone out of the house. Thefirst trip wasto the cinema—
which was an experience considering most of our kidshad never been before!
Wewatched ‘Where MiraclesHappen® starring Her Highness PrincessUbolrat.
| wanted thekidsto seeit becauseit is set in the mountains of Chiang Rai and
isabout a poor rural villagein need of aschool. Our second outing wasto
watch astage performance called ‘ Mae Nam' which rai ses awareness about
HIV/AIDS.

Oneof our Board Members M s Pattarawan Chanlen hasresigned dueto family
commitments. On behalf of TheAyui Foundation | would liketo thank Khun
Pattarwan for her timeand adviceduring our first yearsasayoung organi sation.
| am also pleased to introduce Mr Phuwanat Phuwajitanon (Aju) who hasbeen
abletojoinour Board. AjuisanAkhamanwho organisescultura activitiesfor
Akhayoung people, and was aco-founder of theAkhaAssociation. We are
very pleased to have him on the Board strengthening our Akhacommunity
links. Along withwelcoming Aju we are a so pleased to have support from an
Akha pastor (who sharesthe school run with me), and Gong, an Akhaman
studying at university, who teechesfreeguitar lessonstothekidsevery Saturday.
All threemenliveon our street. It isencouraging, and good for our children, to
have strong linkswith our local community and have good Akharole models.
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Citizenship and other Hill tribe issues....

Meenaewent to the District Officewith her mother and two younger brothers
to submit their citizenship applications. They also had to bring threevillagers
to testify that they know them and that their personal detailsare correct. We
will watch with interest to see how long these applicationswill taketo be
processed.

May dsowent with her father, and k

three villagers, to submit their

gpplication. Despite being shouted

at by staff and having to pay B5000, (which was not required from
M eenae when she applied), May islooking forward to when they will
cal her soshecanreceiveaThai ID card.

May’sbrother Yohan will haveto apply separately asheisregisteredin
his mother’s house registration documents and their parents are
separated. Citizenshipissuesare complex, ongoing and chalengingto
many hill tribe people.

Global warming and recycling

. ¢ Wediscussed globa warming, what it meansfor our world
“# and how wecan makeadifferenceto theenvironment (such
~ asthrough recycling). Thechildren wereasked to list ways
that we can reduce, re-use and recyclethingsweuseinthe
| house.

Friendship

After defining friendship, thechildren talked about qualities
they likeinafriend, and shared the best and worst thing a
friend hasdonefor them.

Road rules and

motorbike riding

¥ Thiswasanimportant discussion because
| dltheboys(regardlessof their age) aready
know how to driveamotorbikeso | wanted
to make surethey knew theroad rulesand
the reasons for them. | checked their
understanding of traffic signs, and wetalked
about the dangersof drink-driving.




Visitors.....

Wewerevisited by Smon Berry, hislovely wifeand threeteenage daughters,
from New Zealand. After the children sang an Akhasong to our visitorsthe
Berry’ssang aMaori songin return, and stayed onto shareameal together.

Richard Hackman and hisLao wifevisited one afternoon. Richard used to
_____ work for an Akha NGO in Chiang Rai, and now works with hilltribe

«* communitiesin Lao. It wasinteresting for thekidsto learn about the Lao
' |anguage. Richard’ssister, DianaHertz, has sponsored Ahyi for two years.

, Our friend DennisDiCesarecamefor histhird visit, onabreak fromwork in
¥4 China

School work.....

_ | Withtheschool year amost half-way through we have been busy putting
lotsof effort into our school work. Theyoung peopleat Baan Ayui haveto
work extrahard as Thai isasecond language, and English athird language
for most hill tribekids. M eegaand M eenoo a so spesk Burmese—sotutoring
isimportant to pick up Thai reading, writing and pronunciation. | haveto
remind them that whilethey may sometimesget teased by other kidsbecause
of their Thai literacy, they areactudly smarter for knowing severa languages.

| am always proud when | see the older kids helping the
younger onesasit reinfor cesthefamily atmospherewehave
been ableto foster.




Thank you. ...

- Thank you for individual donationsfrom DennisDiCesare (andfor helping
with the school run), the Berry family, Rebecca and Ross Hanrahan,
NareeFasciandli andtheLionsClub of GungahlinACT.

- Thank you to Patchalin and Skye who held afantastic party in Canberra,
cooked up somegreat Thai food and invited Anthony and Julianne Cowley
along totalk about The Ayui Foundation. Guests made donationsto support
Baan Ayui —we' reimpressed with such agreat fundraising idea (and heard
that the party went on until after 3!)

- A big thanks goesto Catherine Johnstone in Canberrafor her chocol ate
fundrai sers. We appreci ate everyonewho fundraiseson our behalf especialy
inthesetimesof rising costsof petrol, food andrice.

- Many thanksto CanberraGrammar School for their surprisedonationwhich
they presented to the Director when agroup of teacherspassed through Chiang
Rai. Also thanksto PambulaPublic School NSW for donating the proceeds
of their annud Internationa Day.

- Wewel come and thank Susan Woolias our newest sponsor from Canberra
Austrdia, who issponsoring Sriwan.

- After our camerabrokedown, Penny Milnefrom Australiadonated her old
cameraso we can continueto take photos of the kidsasthey grow.

- Finally, thank you to
EllieSmpson, our last
volunteer, for her
donationto buy anew
guitar sowecould have
two for our kids to
learn on. Wewereaso
able to buy a guitar
stand, aguitar case(for
trips) and afreechords
chart, which the kids
pounced on.

We appreciate
everyone's
support in helping
our young people
grow into strong
and proud Akha
people....

we rely on your
generosity.

On behalf of our
kids -
THANK YOU!!




